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Lawton, MI, October 10, 20XX – Real-World-Based Projects Engage Students in High-Level Thinking and Independent Learning

L.C. Community Schools’ Mind Vine Elementary recently launched an ambitious new program in its fourth and fifth grade classrooms. The program, called Envision, offers students a unique hands-on educational experience that guides students through the completion of various real-world projects.
“Envision provides students with the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills to real-life, out-of-school experiences, engage in in-depth and practical research, and practice important presentation skills that will be useful well into their futures.  The excitement and energy created through Envision is tangible and contagious!” remarks L’Anse Creuse Public Schools superintendent Dr. DiAnne M. Pellerin of Harrison Township, MI.

According to lead teacher Melanie Bondy, the purpose behind the Envision program is "to give students the opportunity to challenge themselves in new and creative ways beyond the standard curriculum." The program is being implemented with fourth and fifth grade gifted students and will be implemented in more grade levels as new Envision programs become available. 
The first projects, Backyard Getaway (fourth grade) and Travel Passport (fifth grade), like the other projects in the yearlong programs, involve a series of related activities designed to engage high-level thinking. Those activities include creative writing, budgeting or managing space constraints, creating specific plans, mapping, demonstrating creativity, and much more. Students progress through the projects by making numerous choices based on research and self-reflection.
The Backyard Getaway and Travel Passport projects will conclude on October 28, 20XX at Mind Vine Elementary with an "Expo," at 6:00 p.m. This will be an event at which students, parents, and invited community members will gather to view the students' projects. In addition, Envision students will have the opportunity to share their learning experiences. "The Expos are the most exciting part of the program," says Melanie Bondy, author and publisher of Envision. "This is where students and community come together to celebrate the hard work and creativity the students have put into their projects." 
Mind Vine Press, Bondy's publishing company, was founded after Bondy took time off from teaching to stay at home with her son. Originally developed for gifted students, Envision has evolved into a sophisticated, multi-disciplinary program that can be made available to all students in the classroom.  Since its initial publication in 2007 it is being used across the nation in various classroom settings. Envision is rapidly gaining attention as an innovative, practical, and affordable solution to providing unique challenges to students.

More information about Envision can be found at www.mindvinepress.com. You can also call Mind Vine Press at 269.978.7227 for workshop information or to request a free brochure.  Envision is a registered trademark of Mind Vine Press.  Mind Vine Press produces educational products.
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